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INTRODUCTION 


Introduction 


“The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave 
unto Him to show unto His servants.”—(Rev. 1:1) 


Foreword 


Note the title of the book. It is not “the 
concealment” but “the revelation” of Jesus 
Christ. It is well to mark this. For many 
say this book of Revelation is a mystery; it 
is a sealed book; God never meant nor ex- 
pected His children to understand it. But 
the mere title of the book refutes such a view. 
For revelation means the “uncovering” or 
“unveiling” of that which has been hidden, 
not the concealing of it. Moreover, the next 
sentence declares that God gave it unto Jesus 
Christ “to show unto His servants.” Hence 
we cannot defend our neglect and woeful 
ignorance of this wondrous book by asserting 
that it is not meant to be known. God says 
it 7s, and that it is given to be shown, not to 
be concealed. Neither does He tell us it is 
useless to read it. On the contrary He pro- 
nounces a special blessing upon the reading 
of it when He says (v. 3): 

“Blessed is he that readeth and they that hear the 


words of this prophecy.” 


8 THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
Salutation 


Then follows the salutation. It is rich, 
precious, and beautiful. It strikes at the out- 
set the dominant note of the book. It is the 
note of Christ and His Coming. Jesus Christ 


the faithful witness; the first-begotten from 

the dead; the Prince of all earth’s kings; the 

one who loved, washed, and lifted us into 

kingship and eternal priesthood—this Christ 

is coming again! And every eye shall see 

Him, even those who pierced Him. And 

tp then—the shadowed background of that com- 

ing for those who know Him not—“all kin- 

dreds of the earth shall wail because of Him.” 

And now John gives the setting of his story. 

ov He was in the isle of Patmos. On the Lord’s 

fr He he was “in the Spirit.” He heard behind 

him a great voice as of a trumpet. He turns 

a beholds seven golden candlesticks. These 

eae are declared (v. 20) to be “the 

seven churches.” In the midst of these he 

beholds the first great vision of the Revela- 
tion. It is the picture of 


The Christ of the Revelation ) 


Our thoughts go back naturally to the 
Christ who came to earth. We think of His 
helpless babehood; His beautiful and obedient 
childhood; His obscure young manhood; His 
life, His humiliation, His sufferings; His 
shameful death at the hands of wicked men. 


Vee | 
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And it is well that our memory should dwell 
much upon the Christ who lived and walked, 
the Son of Man, upon this earth. But this 
scene in Revelation is the picture of the 
Christ of today. It is the Christ who sits at 
the right hand of God in the glory. This is 
the coming Christ. This is the Christ whom 
we should think of as we wait and look for 
His coming. And what a figure! The Spirit 
ransacks the realm of nature for symbols 
that might convey some faint conception to 
our dull and finite human minds of the glory, 
splendor, and majesty of this coming One, 
who is the Christ of Revelation. His voice 
is as the roar of a thousand rushing rivers. 
His countenance is as the unbearable vision 
of the mid-day sun. His feet shine as the 
white light of brass in a seven-times heated 
furnace. His eyes are as flaming fire. John, 
the very John who had leaned upon the bosom 
of Christ upon earth, “fell at His feet as 
dead” when he caught the vision of this glori- 
fied Christ who is to come back to earth. 
All the way through this book of Revelation 
this Christ whom we meet is a Christ of king- 
ship, majesty, power, and ineffable glory. 

And now, at the word of His glorified Lord, 
John writes the first great message of the 
Book. It is the mesage to 
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The Churches of the Revelation 


Let us note concerning these seven church- 
es, that 

These churches all existed at the time of 
the Revelation. The Spirit gives us the list 
of them in Chap. 1:11, as follows: 

Ephesus Wr ’ Jerr Jl Moe 

Smyrna {7% ilee 

Pergamos ~ _fél. boo tof 

Thyatira >*© 

Sardis 

Philadelphia 

Laodicea 

The names of some of these churches are 
more familiar to us than others. But evi- 
dently they all existed in John’s time. And 
to each one of them is sent a very definite, 
personal message from the Lord Himself, for 

The All-Seeing Christ stands in the midst 
of these churches. 

“In the midst of the seven candlesticks one like 
unto the Son of man” (1:18). 

That was what John saw when he turned 
at the sound of the voice. The scene shows 
Christ in the midst of His churches. It pic- 
tures Him “with eyes as a flame of fire’ in- 
tensely scrutinizing them. His gaze pierces 
through and through. All things are open 
before Him. Nothing can be hid from such 
eyes as His. He sees their faults, failures, 
lukewarmness, wanderings, coldness, and in- 
difference. He sees too all of their graces, 
goodness, and fidelity to Him and His com- 


THE BOOK OF REVELATION 11 


mands. And here, after searching them to 
their innermost being, He pronounces His 
verdict upon them. Note that— 

His message is one. of joint rebuke and 
commendation. All the way through these 
churches Christ’s message is one of mingled 
rebuke and praise. He finds in them both 
shortcomings and overcomings. Note them 
in order— 

The Shortcomers 


Ephesus—left her first love (2:4). 
Smyrna—plagued with hypocrites (2:9). 
Pergamos—holders of false doctrine (2:14-15). 
Thyatira—suffering corrupt teachers (20:20). 
Sardis—spiritual deadness (3:1). 
Philadelphia—a little strength (3:8). 
Laodicea—spiritual lukewarmness (3:16). 

To all these churches He has an explicit 
message of rebuke, except, perhaps, to Phila- 
delphia. And even with her the “faint 
praise” of ‘a little strength” has in it too the 
shadow of rebuke. But mark too His beau- 
tiful spirit of commendation for all who 
overcome in His church. 


The Overcomers 


Ephesus—they shall eat of the tree of life (2:7). 
Smyrna—they shall not be hurt of the second death 
(2:11). 


Pergamos—they shall eat of the hidden manna 
(2:17). 
Thyatira—they shall rule the nations (2:26), 
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Sardis—they shall be clothed in white raiment 
3:5). 

Philadelphia—they shall be pillars in God’s temple 
(3:12). 

Laodicea—they shall sit with Christ on His throne 


Again— 

These churches are evidently a type of the 
whole Church of Christ. The very number 
of the churches hints at this. Seven is one 
of the most frequent typical numbers of the 
Scripture. It signifies perfection, fulness, 
completeness. It therefore suggests on its 
surface that these churches symbolize the 
entire church of Christ. Then, too, mark the 
space given to them. This book of Revela- 
tion is so terse and condensed that but one 
chapter is given to the Millennium, and less 
than one to the Advent of Christ. That these 
two chapters here, comprising ten per cent 
of the book, should be given over to messages 
to the seven churches bespeaks the wider 
scope of the messages. 

Moreover the Revelation is declared (1:1) 
to be to all the “‘servants” of God, therefore 
this message to the churches seems to have 
this wider sweep of the church at large, 
rather than that of these seven churches 
only. Some think this to be 

A chronological picture. They see in Eph- 
esus who had “left her first love” the history 
of the declension of the apostolic church the 
first few centuries after her Lord had de- 


THE BOOK OF REVELATION 18 


parted from them. Then in each successive 
church of the seven they trace the record of 
the church on earth as in exact correspond- 
ence. That history culminates in Laodicea 
with its lukewarmness and apostacy, as the 
last of the series. There is much that is inter- 
esting and striking in this theory of the 
seven churches. There are also some difficul- 
ties. Others see 

A composite picture. The photographer 
may today take the photographs of seven 
faces and combine them into one which he 
calls a composite photograph, reproducing 
the traits of the entire seven. So, say some, 
the church of today is a composite picture of 
these seven churches of the Revelation. The 
church of today, they say, and of every age 
in the past, has the salient features of the 
seven. For in every church age we may find 
many who have left their first love, many 
spiritually dead, many. carried away by false 
doctrine, many lukewarm ones, and so on 
through the whole seven-fold picture of the 
Revelation churches. It is indeed striking 
and interesting to run through the list and 
note how true this is. In the chronologic, and 
the composite pictures we have then the two 
principal views of the seven churches as types 


of the whole Church of Christ. 
% * co 
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The Prelude to the Revelation 
(Chaps. 4 and 5) 


“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
unto Him to show unto His servants ... and He 
sent and signified it . . . unto His servant John 


(Gis) 

We here quote, in part, the very first words 
of the Revelation. They are an exact, concise 
statement of its scope and purpose. They 
state simply and clearly that God was the 
author of the Revelation; that He gave it to 
Jesus Christ; that Jesus Christ was to open 
or show it unto us, God’s servants; and that 
He was to do this through John, His servant. 
Now the fourth and fifth chapters are a sim- 
ple unfolding of the first verse of the book, 
which verse is indeed a perfect outline of the 
chapters. For in them we see first, 

God upon the throne as the Author of the 
Revelation 


“And One sat upon the throne” (Chap. 4:5). 

God holds in His hand the sealed Book of 
the future 

“And I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on 
the throne a Book, sealed with seven seals” (5:1). 

God gives this book to Jesus Christ 

“And He (Christ) came and took the Book” (5:7). 

Jesus Christ opens this Book of Revelation 
of the future 

“And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the 
seals” (6:1). 

Jesus Christ signifies this message to us 
by John. 
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These two chapters thus simply expand 
and amplify the first verse of Revelation. 
They are clearly introductory. They are 
simply the prelude to the impending opening 
of the Sealed Book by Jesus Christ. They 
are the majestic avenue up which the mind 
of the reader travels until he stands before 
the Christ-opened portals of the Seals. 


* * * 


The Heart of the Revelation 


We now reach the Sealed Book of the sixth 
and seventh chapters. Many say this Sealed 
Book stands for the title-deeds of the inher- 
itance which belongs to Christ and which He 
is soon to assume. But let us pause a mo- 
ment and ask ourselves a question. What is 
the symbolism of a seal? A seal may indeed 
be used to attest the signature to a title-deed. 
But it is also used to conceal and safeguard 
the contents of a written document. We seal 
a letter for that purpose. In prophecy God 
uses the seal in precisely this way. He tells 
Daniel (Dan. 12:4) concerning certain 
prophecies which are to be hidden that he is 
to “seal the book.” He tells John concerning 
the very prophecies of this book of Revela- 
tion which He wants disclosed to His ser- 
vants “seal not the sayings of the prophecy 
of this book” (Rev. 22:10). This use of the 
seal, therefore, to conceal the prophetic word 
seems to be the clear and natural usage here 
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with the seven-sealed book rather than to 
give to the seals the meaning of an attesta- 
tion to Christ’s title-deeds. Proof positive 
seems to be found in the added fact that when 
the sealed book is opened there is not a trace 
of a title-deed seen or described therein. On 
the other hand as these seals are broken a 
series of stupendous and major prophetic 
events is unrolled by the seal-breaking hand 
of the Christ who is the Revealer of all the 
prophecies of this book. We are led to be- 
lieve, therefore, as we shall presently see 
more fully, that this seven-sealed book can- 
not be subordinated to the place of a mere 
title-deed. Its place is more vital— 

It is the very heart of the Revelation 
of Jesus Christ. It is the dramatic cen- 
tre of its complex action. It is the story- 
thread of its wondrous narrative. It is 
the frame-work upon which the whole 
structure of the book is built. In it the 
scroll of New Testament prophecy is un- 
rolled by Jesus Christ Himself as He 
breaks these seals in their divinely ap- 
pointed order. 


Il. 
THE STORY-THREAD or A. B. C. 
SEE SE aaa eee ee 
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The A. B. C. or Story-Thread of Matthew 
Twenty-four 


And now we ask ourselves three important 
questions. The first is— 

What is the Theme of the Revelation? 

It stands forth sharply and clearly to the 
attentive reader. Here is the theme of the 
Revelation in a nut-shell. The book has to 
do pre-eminently with the End of this present 
Age, and with the Coming again of Jesus 
Christ as the supreme and tremendous climax 
of the Age. This is the great theme which 
is unrolled by the sublime and swift-moving 
panorama of events which make up the warp 
and woof of this wonderful book. 

The second question is— 

Does the Book of Revelation have an A. B. C. 
or Story-Thread? 

We say story-thread. For with most of 
us here is the difficulty with the Book of 
Revelation. We cannot discern tts story-flow. 
It is like a maze without a clue; it is a rich 
tapestry whose intricate pattern we cannot 
decipher. It seems a mass of figures, meta- 
phors, and strange symbols. If we could only 
catch the thread of its story then the book 
would begin to clear up to us. Is there sueh 
a thread? Is there such a simple story-flow 
running through the book as will enable us 
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to really grasp and understand its wonders? 
We believe there is. Moreover, we believe it 
to be so simple and, when once grasped, so 
clear that the reader may master and know 
the book with such a measure of complete- 
ness and satisfaction as shall transform his 
vision of it. 
Did Christ ever tell this Revelation Story 
before? 

This is a most vital question. For if 
Christ ever told this story before, especially 
in briefer form, it would naturally furnish 
us the Story-Thread to this later and more 
complicated story of the Revelation which 
we are here studying. Now Jesus Christ did 
tell before this very same story of the End 
of the Age and of His Coming again. And 
He told it to His same servant John. For on 
the Mount of Olives years before Christ sat 
and told to John and three other disciples 
the same story, in great brevity and sim- 
plicity, which He told in all its fulness and 
richness years later to John alone upon the 
isle of Patmos. 

Here, then, is an open secret. The 
Olivet story of Christ’s Second Advent is | 
the clue to the Book of Revelation. It 
is in a nut-shell what the Revelation is 
in full. It is the Master’s pencil-sketch 
of which Revelation is the complete 
painting. 

The key to the story which Christ tells 
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from heaven is this story which Christ 
told on earth years before. The twenty- 
fourth chapter of Matthew is the seed of 
New Testament prophecy, of which Rev- 
elation is the full-blown flower. 

Let us turn therefore to— 


21 
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The A. B. C. or Story-Thread of Matthew 


Twenty-four 


You remember the story. His disciples had 
been showing Him the great temple. They 
had pointed out to Him its lofty pinnacles, its 
rich adornments, its massive stones. And 
then the Lord turns to them and quietly says: 
“There shall not be left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down.” 
Doubtless they were amazed, and perplexed. 
I can fancy them saying one to another, ““To- 
morrow we will go up to the Mount of Olives 
with Him. There we will sit at His feet and 
hold sweet communion as is our wont. Let 
us ask Him then what He means by this 
strange remark.” So when they had come 
to the Mount and the Master was seated, they 
say, 

“Tell us when shall these things be? 

“And what shall be the sign of Thy coming 
and of the end of the age?” 


The Double Question 


Note that they asked of Him a double ques- 
tion. There is a line of cleavage between the 
first clause and the second. First, “When 


*This chapter is reprinted in part from the 
author’s book, “The End of the Age,” which will be 
sent free to any one addressing the publishers of 
this book. 
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shall these things be?” And by “these things” 
they meant the downfall of Jerusalem, and 
the overthrow of the temple of which He had 
just spoken, a disaster which was to take 
place in less than a half century from that 
time. Second, they asked Him, “What shall 
be the sign of Thy coming, and of the End 
of the Age?” a dual event which has not yet 
taken place, and which is separated from the 
first named catastrophe by almost two thou- 
sand years of time. Thus His answer covers 
events separated by a gap of many centuries 
simply because their question refers to both. 
The same line of cleavage in the disciples’ 
interrogation appears therefore in Christ’s 
answer. It cuts that answer sharply in twain 
between the fourteenth and fifteenth verses 
of this chapter. The first fourteen verses 
have to do with the first clause of their in- 
quiry, ‘“‘When shall these things be?” The 
remainder of the chapter is His reply to the 
second clause, “What shall be the sign of thy 
coming and of the end of the age?” Let us 
now note that He answers by giving 

a. The general Signs of the Whole Age. 

b. The Special Signs of the E'nd of the Age. 
Note that He gives the general signs of the 
whole age in the sixth and seventh verses as 
follows: 

6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars; 
see that ye be not troubled; for all these things must 


come to pass, but the end is not yet. 
7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
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against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places, 
Wars 

Famines 

Pestilence 

Earthquakes. 
Mark that of these He distinctly says (v. 6), 
“the end is not yet.” That is, these are the 
general marks of the whole age, but they are 
not the marks of the end of the age. There 
must be some special sign which marks that 
end in addition to these general signs which 
mark the whole age. So He passes on to give 
these special signs of the age-end. The first 
of these He names in verse twenty-one: 

“When ye (v.15) therefore shall see THE ABOMINA- 
TION OF DESOLATION spoken of by Daniel the Prophet, 
stand in the holy tplace (whoso readeth let him under- 
stand), then let them which be in Judaea flee unto 
the mountains . . . for then shall be GREAT TRIBU- 
LATION” (v, 21). 

He puts His finger on one supreme, vital 
fact which foreruns and determines the end. 
“When ye shall see The Abomination of 
Desolation” 

That is the mysterious phrase with which 
He brings us face to face with the pivotal- 
point of the end. What does He mean? He 
cites it as though it were to them a familiar 
fact. He says it was “spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet.” Let us follow the clue He indi- 
cates. 

If we turn to the last chapter of the proph- 


LIDNANT 

THE BOOK OF REVELATION” “ASTI§S COLI 
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ecy named (Daniel 12:11), we will note the 
interesting fact that centuries before Daniel 
had asked of the Lord the same question the 
disciples had just put to Christ. God had 
been revealing to him the startling events of 
the end-time. As He unrolled the page of all 
future history to His devoted servant and 
the solemn and awe-inspiring procession of 
coming events moved across the stage before 
Daniel’s astonished gaze his soul was awed 
and astounded within him and he cried out 
in wonder, “O my Lord, what shall be THE 
END of these things?” And then God places 
His finger upon this same strange figure to 
which Christ has referred and says to Daniel 
that “From the time that . . . the Abomina- 
tion that maketh desolate is set up,” until the 
end shall be a certain period of somewhat 
over three and a half years. 

Thus when Daniel asks as to the end God 
points him to an ominous figure called Abom- 
ination of Desolation and tells Daniel that 
this portentous personage marks the end- 
time. When His apostles ask as to the end 
Jesus Christ puts His finger upon this very 
same mark and tells them that when they 
see “The Abomination of Desolation spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet” then the fierce 
crisis of all history is upon them. So, 


wh j kis An, individual person or, 
as big Ee Lea of the same set up in 
Gthckemply,matterscnota gor Owe puxpose. 
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Hither himself or the image of him as sud- 
denly revealed in the temple constitutes the 
crucial mark of the age-end so near at hand, 
yea, even then begun. 

Is there anything else in the New Testa- 
ment which tells us that some portentous per- 
sonage must appear before the time when 
God appears in the glory of His manifesta- 
tion? Agssuredly there is. For Paul when 
speaking of this very glorious appearing of 
the Lord Jesus Christ says exactly the same 
thing. He declares explicitly that before that 
great event there must be revealed another 
personage, even as Daniel and Christ have 
already stated before him. “For 


“That day shall not come except that Man of 
Sin be revealed, the Son of Perdition; who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or 
that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the 
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God” (2 
Thess. 2:38-4). 


As the crucial sign of the age-end there is 
to appear in this world a sinful MAN. So 
colossal is his wickedness that he is called 
“The Man of Sin” (v. 3). He is called too 
“The Son of Perdition,” a name of perfidy 
applied to only one other man in the New 
Testament—Judas Iscariot (v. 3). He op- 
poses God, and exalts himself above all gods, 
both the true and the false (v. 4). He bears 
rule over the entire world in his coming day 
(Rev. 13). His full-length portrait is paint- 
ed in all its hideousness in Rev. 13. He is 
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The Abomination of Desolation of Daniel; 
the same of Christ as mentioned here; the 
Man of Sin of Paul; and the Anti-Christ of 
John. 

With the Anti-Christ is coupled a GREAT 
TRIBULATION. When he is manifested this 
Tribulation breaks forth—a Tribulation such 
as the world has never seen before. The 
words of Christ are clear upon this—Matt. 
pe A 

“Then shall be great tribulation such as 
was not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 

* * * * 


God’s Range Lights 


Have you ever seen a pair of what the 
sailors call “range lights’? And have you 
ever watched them in action? You are tak- 
ing a voyage by ocean or lake. Presently 
you approach your destination. As the har- 
bor looms up in the distance the pilot calls 
your attention to the various lights along the 
shore. Most of them seem scattered and un- 
related. But, by and by, two lights flash out 
which seem to be close and coming into line. 
The wheelsman informs you these are “range 
lights.” He tells you to watch them coming 
into alignment with each other. Steadily you 
gaze at the brilliant lights. As you watch 
you note that the angle-gap between them is 
rapidly narrowing. Closer and closer they 
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come. Now they are almost in line. An 
instant and they range to a hair’s breadth 
with each other. Instantly the pilot swings 
his wheel swiftly to port or starboard. The 
tiller chains rattle and creak. The course is 
instantly changed into perfect alignment 
with the range lights. The great ship heads 
into port in unswerving conformity to the 
course set by the gleaming lights. They are 
the last lights of the voyage. When they 
loom up the journey’s end is near. 

So is it with such general signs of the age 
as War, Famine and Pestilence. They are 
red-lights scattered along the shores of all 
the centuries. They have no special signif- 
icance. ‘The end is not yet.” But by and by 
shall loom up the twin danger lights of the 
Anti-Christ and Tribulation. They are God’s 
great range-lights. When one is manifested 
the other also appears. ‘When ye shall see 
the Abomination of Desolation . . . then 
shall be great Tribulation.” When they sud- 
denly and swiftly come into alignment then 
this present age is nearing its voyage-end. 
“Then cometh the end.” 


This special sign is the beginning therefore 
of the real Story-Thread of the Age-End in 
Matthew 24. Here begins the A. B. C. of the 
Age-End story as follows: 
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A. The Anti-Christ and Tribulation 


* * * * 


And now when the tribulation is ended 
what is the sign which follows? The Word 
of God is very clear here— 

“Immediately after the tribulation of these days 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give herlight ... .” 

The sequence of the signs is clear. “Imme- 


diately after the tribulation” follows the 
second sign, namely—the sign in the Sun 
and Moon, or— 


B. The Heavenly Sign 


* * * * 


God veils the sun and moon in that strange, 
shadowing semi-gloom that makes the total 
eclipse fill men’s hearts with solemn awe. 
This is the second sign. Not set up in the 
temple of Judza, localized to the land as is 
the Abomination of Desolation, but hung out 
in the over-arching heavens where every eye 
upon earth can see it. The prophet Joel 
plainly speaks of this same sign and puts it 
where Christ does, before the final sign of 
the Son of Man, when he says (Joel 2:30-31) 

“And I will show wonders in the heavens and in 
the earth, blood, and fire and pillars of smoke; the 
sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood,, before the great and the terrible day of the 
Lord shall come.” 

This portentous and awe-inspiring sign in 
mid-heaven warns them that are wise that 
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but one more sign is left till the end. It 
quickly follows. What is it? Verse 30 of 
our chapter answers— 

“Then (that is after the celestial signs) 
shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
Heaven,” or— 


C. The Second Advent of Christ 


* * * * 


After the sign in the heavens “Then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
Heaven.” The verse may have a double con- 
struction. It may mean that the Son of Man 
is Himself the last sign. Or it may be quite 
possible that there is a sign of the Son of 
Man immediately before He Himself breaks 
from the heavens in dazzling glory. Shall 
there be such a sign? Shall the same star 
that blazed in portentous splendor over the 
hills of Bethlehem break forth in sudden 
glory again? Shall the glory of God sudden- 
ly fill the heavens as it filled them before the 
amazed vision of the trembling shepherds? 
Shall the awful symbol of His love and suffer- 
ing which reared its blood-stained silhouette 
upon the dark hill of Calvary now shine forth 
for one unspeakable moment upon the gaze 
alike of men who have rejected the cross of 
Christ and those to whom it is the most pre- 
cious symbol the world possesses? We know 
not. But whether the verse means that there 
shall be such a precedent sign, or whether 
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not, certainly it is but a near, swift and 
splendid fore-runner of Himself, who now 
breaks forth from within the veil and ap- 
pears “apart from sin unto salvation.” This 
is indeed the last sign. Here the age ends. 
Here shall begin the new one, the golden one 
of which men have sung, and dreamed, and 
written, but which no man shall see until 
they see Him who shall inaugurate its glories 
and wield the sceptre of its kingship. 
* * * * 


Notice how clearly and distinctly the order 
of these signs and events is seen by simply 
arranging the verses in their natural succes- 
sion, as follows: 

(v. 15) 
“WHEN ye shall see the Abomination of 
Desolation,” ete. 
(v2) 
“THEN shall be great Tribulation,” etc. 
(v. 29) 

“IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TRIBU- 
LATION of those days shall the sun be dark- 
ened,” etc. 

(v. 30) 

“And THEN (the “then” of succession) 
shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
heaven,” etc. 

Here then is the Story-Thread of Matthew 
24 in its simplicity. Here is its A. B. C. in 
natural, logical order— 


32 THE BOOK OF REVELATION 


A. Anti-Christ and Tribulation 
B. Heavenly Signs 
C. Second Advent 
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The A. B. C. or Story-Thread of 
THE SEALS 


We have seen then the Story-Thread of 
Matthew Twenty-Four as to the end of this 
present age. In it Christ gives 
First, the general signs of the whole age. 

Second, the special signs of the end of 

the age. 
And now as we approach the special study 
of the Book of Revelation we are confronted 
with this striking fact— 

The A. B. C. or Story-Thread of the Seals 
of Revelation is exactly the same as this 
Story-Thread of Matthew Twenty-four. 

Let us notice first Christ’s statement of the 

general marks of the whole age. Three of 
the most striking of these are given in the 
sixth and seventh verses of that twenty- 
fourth chapter of Matthew. They are as 
follows— 
’ “And ye shall hear of wars amd rumors of wars” 
for nation shall rise against nation and kingdom 
against kingdom and there shall be famines and 
pestilences and earthquakes in divers places.” 

War, famine, and pestilence, are three of 
the notable signs of the whole age designated 
by Christ. Elsewhere He mentions the Gos- 
pel, which they are to preach throughout the 
age with the promise that He will be with 
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them till “the end of the age.” There is no 
time succession in these signs. They are 
linked together as common marks of all the 
centuries between the first and second com- 
ing of Jesus Christ. Jotting them down in 
line we have then as four prominent marks 
of this age— 

The Gospel 

War 

Famine 

Pestilence 

Turn now to the sixth chapter of Revela- 

tion. Here Christ is pictured opening the 
seven seals of the book. We read in the first 
two verses— 


“And I saw when the Lamb opened one (the first) 
of the seals . . . and behold a white horse; and he 
that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given 
unto him; and he went forth conquering and to con- 
quer.” 


Turning to Rev. 19:11-12 we see there 
Christ as He comes forth from heaven is a 
crowned one and is seated upon a white 
horse. The most reasonable interpretation 
of this first seal would seem therefore to asso- 
ciate it with the Gospel of Christ going forth 
conquering and to conquer. This it has been 
doing throughout all the centuries since our 
Lord left His disciples’ command to go forth 
into the world and preach it till He came 
again. 

Coming now to the second seal we read 
(vs. 3-4) — 
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And when he had opened the SECOND SEAL 
there went out another horse that was RED; 
and power was given to him that sat thereon 
to TAKE PEACE FROM THE EARTH, and that 
they should KILL ONE ANOTHER; and there 
was given unto him a GREAT SWORD. 

Here is a plain picture of War; exactly 
the same as that mentioned next in Matt. 
24:7 as cited above. 

We read on (vs. 5-6) — 

“And when he had opened the THIRD SEAL, 
lo, d BLACK HORSE and he that sat on him had 
a pair of balances in his hand. And I heard 
a voice say, A measure of wheat for a penny, 
and three measures of barley for a penny.” 

This with its picture of food so scarce as 
to be weighed in balances, and grain sold for 
a great price, is a clear picture of FAMINE, as 
all students agree. And Famine is linked 
with War in the Matthew passage already 
quoted. 

And now in vs. 7 and 8 we read 

“And when he had opened THE FOURTH 
SEAL I looked and behold A PALE HORSE; and 
his name that sat on him was DEATH.” 

The fourth seal is Death, and it practically 
corresponds with the last mentioned sign of 
Pestilence in Matthew 24, for pestilence is 
but one form of death, and later in this verse 
the same word is translated “pestilence.” 
Note then the remarkable parallelism be- 
tween the Matthew passage and these first 
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four seals as we set them in opposition, one 
to another. 

Matthew 24 Revelation (Seals) 

The Gospel The Gospel (White Horse) 


War War (Red Horse) 

Famine Famine (Black Horse) 

Pestilence Death (Pale Horse) 
(Death) 


The resemblance here is striking. It seems 
to plainly show that the Mount of Olives 
story and the Revelation story are the same. 
But we need not remain in doubt. For we 
have a clear and simple test. Recall that 
Christ in his Olivet discourse first gives the 
above as the general signs of the age. Then 
He follows with the special signs of the end 
of the age. And the first of these age-end 
signs is, as we have seen, a Great Tribulation 
under the Anti-Christ. Now if the Revela- 
tion story is a parallel to the Matthew story 
then the first seal which follows these gen- 
eral signs above, namely, the Fifth, should 
disclose the first special sign of the age-end, 
namely, the Tribulation. And so it does. For 
“When he opened the Fifth seal” (Rev. 6:9- 
11), John saw under the altar the souls of 
those who had been martyred for the cause 
of God. They cry out to be avenged. They 
are told to “rest yet for a little season until 
their fellow servants also and their brethren, 
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that should be killed as they were, should be 
fulfilled.” 

Teachers agree that this is a picture of the 
tribulation. For it represents those who have 
been martyred in by-gone centuries waiting 
for a little time until those who should suffer 
a like fate in the tribulation should have ful- 
filled their destined end. Thus the first sign 
of the end, in Matthew, is Tribulation. And 
the Fifth seal in Revelation is Tribulation. 

And now the next link in this chain of 
proof is still stronger. You will recall our 
Lord saying again (Matt. 24:29)— 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened and the moon 
shall not give her light.” The first sign was 
the Tribulation, under the Anti-Christ. The 
second sign is clear. It follows “immediately 
after the tribulation.” It is the heavenly 
sign of darkened sun and moon. Now note 
this. If the Fifth seal is the Tribulation then 
the Sixth seal which follows it in time-order 
must be this heavenly sign in the sun and 
moon. And soit is. For note the word of 
the Book at this point (Rev. 6:12): 

“And I beheld when he had opened THE 
SIXTH seal, and lo the SUN BECAME AS SACK- 
CLOTH OF HAIR, AND THE MOON BECAME AS 
BLOOD.” 

Thus the order of the first and second 
signs of the age-end in Matt. 24, and the 
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order of the Fifth and Sixth Seals in Revela- 
tion is precisely the same, being in both cases 
that of the Tribulation, then the Signs in 
the Sun and Moon. 

What now is the third and last sign in 
the Matthew story? It is the sign of His 
own Coming by which the age is ended. 
(Matt. 24:30). 

“And then (i. e., after the signs in sun and 
moon) shall appear THE SIGN OF THE SON OF 
MAN IN HEAVEN and they shall see THE SON 
OF MAN COMING.” 

But in the nineteenth chapter of Revela- 
tion (vs. 11-16) we see this Coming of the 
Son of Man in glory, as the chief event and 
climax of the Seventh Seal of Revelation 
under which it occurs. Thus the parallelism 
between the Matthew story and the Revela- 
tion story is aS complete as it is remarkable. 
Set opposite to each other those stories stand 
like this— 

Matthew The Seals 


(General Signs) (General Signs) 
The Gospel 1 The Gospel 
War 2 War 
Famine 3 Famine 
Pestilence (Death) 4 Death (Pestilence) 
(Special Signs) (Special Signs) 
TRIBULATION 5 TRIBULATION 
SIGNS IN SUN SIGNS IN SUN 
AND Moon 6 AND Moon 
ADVENT OF CHRIST 7 ADVENT OF CHRIST 


Arranged by themselves in the form of a 
simple diagram the seven seals appear as 
follows: 
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Thus the A. B. C. or Story-Thread of 
Matthew and that of the Seals of Revelation 
is exactly the same. Moreover, as we have 
already seen in the Matthew story it is not 
the general signs of the whole age but the 
special signs of the end of the age which con- 
stitute the A. B. C. of this age-end story. 
These signs as noted are The Tribulation, 
The Heavenly Signs, The Second Advent. So 
here in Revelation it is not the first four seals 
but the last three which are vital to the age- 
end story and carry its A.B. C. That A. B. 
C., as we have just seen, is exactly the same 
as in Matthew, as follows: 


A. (Fifth Seal) —TRIBULATION. 
B. (Sixth Seal) HEAVENLY SIGNS. 


C. (Seventh Seal) SECOND ADVENT. 
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THE SEALS 
(Continued) 


This exact identity of the Story-Thread of 
Matthew 24 and the Seals of Revelation is 
profoundly significant. What does it mean? 
There can be but one explanation— 

These two stories are the same. For 
both tell of the same event, the coming 
again of Christ at the end of the age. 
The first was told on earth; the second 
from heaven. The first on the Mount of 
Olives; the second on lonely Patmos. 
The first to Peter, James, John and An- 
drew. the second to John alone. The 
first by Christ in the flesh; the second 
by Christ in the glory. Logically then 
they must agree, because they are the 
story of the same event. Scripturally 
they do agree and with the most mar- 
velous precision, as we have seen. The 
Olivet story and the seven Seals are the 
clue to the Book of Revelation. They are 
the story-thread of which the book is 
the story-web. They are the Master’s 
sketch of which the book is the complete 
painting. The Seals and the Olivet 
story unlock the Apocalypse. 

* * * * 
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But some one may wonder how these seals 
could occupy a place of such importance as 
we have ascribed to them since they seem to 
be almost confined to the sixth chapter in 
which six out of the seven are described. The 
answer to this brings us to one of the most 
vital and significant facts in this whole mat- 
ter, namely, that 

The whole structure of the Book of Revela- 
tion is built upon the frame-work of these 
Seven Seals. 

As the first six seals move along in order 
each presents a distinct and complete picture 
in itself, ending with the Tribulation under 
the Fifth Seal, and the Heavenly Signs under 
the Sixth. But when we reach the Seventh 
Seal the action grows more intricate. Note 
the text of this seal (Chap. 8:1-2)— 


1 And when he had opened the seventh seal, there 
was silence in heaven about the space of half an 
hour. 
~ 2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before 
od; and to them were given seven trumpets. 


(| When this Seventh Seal is opened instead 
‘of presenting a single complete picture it 
develops or expands into Seven Trumpets, 
under which God pours forth a series of 
Judgments upon the earth. Now note the 
place and order of these Trumpets in rela- 
tion to the Seventh Seal. It is not that the 
Seventh Seal ends and the Trumpets then 
begin. Quite the contrary. The Seventh de- 
velops into, or flowers out into these Seven 
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Trumpets. That is, the Trumpets are divi- 
sions, or sub-heads, as it were, of the Seventh 
Seal. They are details of that Seal and, in 
time and place, they come under that Seal. 
The Seven Trumpets do not succeed the Sev- 
enth Seal; they compose it. A simple dia- 
gram will illustrate this— 


SEALS—1 2 3 4 5 6 7... 


TRUMPETS—1 234567 


Note that the Trumpets come under the 
Seventh Seal. And thus that Seal, as indi- 
cated by the dotted line, runs out over all the 
Trumpets, and includes them all. Thus, as 
has been said, the Seven Trumpets do not 
follow the Seventh Seal; they form it. Hence 
the Seventh Seal does not end with chapter - 
eight. It covers both chapters eight and 
nine, which record the Trumpets. 

Running hastily over these six trumpets 
in chapters eight and nine let the reader turn 
to chapter eleven, fifteenth verse, and note 
there the sounding of the Seventh Trumpet. 
As it is sounded the Elders cry (v. 18) to 
God, “Thy Wrath is Come.” That is, under 
the Seventh Trumpet there is poured forth 
upon the earth what is here called “The 
Wrath of God.” But turning to chapter 15:1, 
where this Wrath is poured forth we read 
(v1) * 
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“And I saw another sign in heaven great and 
marvelous, seven angels having the seven last 
plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of 
God , ... And one of the four beasts (v. 7) 
gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials 
full of the wrath of God.” 


That is, when the Wrath is about to he 
poured out under the Seventh Trumpet, John 
sees Seven Angels with Seven Golden Vials, 
which represent this Wrath even as the 
Seven Trumpets represented the Judgments 
of God. Thus as the Seventh Seal has under 
it the Seven Trumpets, so also the Seventh 
Trumpet includes the Seven Vials as parts 
or divisions of itself. A simple diagram 
again will show, as before, that these Vials 
do not follow the Seventh Trumpet but are 
included under it as parts or divisions of the 
same. Thus— 


TRUMPHTS—1 2:3 4.5:6 17> = 


VIALS—1 234567 


Here (as indicated by the dotted line) the 
Seventh Trumpet runs out over and includes 
all the Seven Vials. And now combining 
these two diagrams we obtain the full story- 
thread of the Seals in their inclusion of the 
trumpets and vials as follows: 
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TRUMPETS—1 234567........ 


VIALS—1 234567 


SECOND ADVENT 
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* * * * 


The seventh seal—as indicated by the 
dotted lines—extends over all the trump- 
ets. But the seventh trumpet extends 
over all the vials. Thus the seals include 
both all the trumpets and all the vials. 
And both seals, trumpets, and vials cli- 
max and end at one and the same great 
crisis-moment, the Second Advent of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This diagram shows 
that the Seals are the heart of the Reve- 
lation, and that they form the frame- 
work of the entire book. Let the reader 
grasp it strongly and clearly and he has 
grasped the A. B. C. of the Book of 
Revelation. 

At first glance this diagram might seem 
complicated. As a matter of fact it is very 
simple. For let the reader recall the story- 
thread of the book as shown in the seals. 
There its A. B. C. is— 

A. Tribulation 
B. Heavenly Signs 
C. Second Advent 

Now the trumpets and vials add to this 
simple story two great ideas and two only. 
Under the seventh seal and beforeit ends, God 
pours forth upon the earth Judgment (under 
the trumpets) and Wrath (under the vials). 
That is we must add to the C. of the seventh 
seal these two ideas only and the A. B. C. of 
the seals expands simply and naturally into— 
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A. (Fifth Seal) —Tribulation 

B. (Sixth Seal) =H eavenly Signs 

C. (Seventh Seal)- Judgment (trumpets) 
Wrath (vials) 


Second Advent 
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The Climax of the Seals 
(The Trumpets and Vials) 

The Story-Thread climaxes, as we 
have just seen, in the Seventh Seal, 
which is the Advent seal. But this seal, 
as we have also just seen, adds to the 
story-thread the two dominant ideas of 
Judgment, under the trumpets, and 
Wrath under the vials. Let us consider 
these with a bit more of detail ere we 
leave them. 

The Judgments (Trumpets) 
(Read carefully Chapters 8, 9, and 11:15-19) 
The Trumpets are periods rather than 
points of time. We think of them as points 


or instants of time. But they are evidently 
periods however brief. Thus the last trump- 
et which we think of as instantaneous covers, 
as has been seen, all the vials of wrath and 
must be at least a brief period. So, toc, the 
locust-horde under the fifth trumpet scourge 
and torment men for five months (9:5), in- 
dicating that this trumpet must run for quite 
a period of time. 

They increase in intensity as they progress. 


The first four fall upon the grass, trees, seas, 
and rivers; that is, upon the physical fea- 
tures of the earth. But the last three fall 
upon “men” (Chap. 9:3, ete.). This increase 
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in intensity of the last three trumpets is 
shown in the cry of the angel in chapter 
8:18. 

“Woe, woe, woe to the inhabiters of the earth by 
reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the 


three angels.” 
This angelic cry has given to these last three 


trumpets the name of the Woe Trumpets. 
Thus the first woe is the fifth trumpet; the 
second woe is the sixth trumpet; and the 
third woe is the seventh or last trumpet. 
Their symbols stand for realities. Many 


think because a thing is symbolic that it is 
unreal. And they thus interpret these 
trumpets. But nothing could be farther from 
the truth.~ A_symbol is_simply_a_concrete 
form essing a truth.~ When Christ 
speaks of the flames of hell this may seem 
to some to be a symbol. But if so it stands 
for an appalling reality. He simply uses that 
figure which will nearest express to our lim- 
ited human understanding the tremendous 
fact which it expresses. So of the trumpets. 
There seems to be much of symbol and meta- 
phor in their description. But it all stands 
for something tremendously real. And then 
too let the reader note this— 

These trumpets will be understood perfect- 


ly when the time comes for their fulfilment. 


Let it be remembered that this book of the 
Apocalypse will be God’s last great word of 
revelation to the men of the age-end genera- 
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tion who are here upon the earth when Christ 
shall come again, and before whose aston- 
ished gaze all these things will pass in fulfil- 
ment, even as written. Then in the white 
light of this Revelation all things will be 
clearly understood. Therefore let not the 
reader perplex himself as to how far such 
things as the locust horde, and the two hun- 
dred million horsemen of these woe trumpets 
are literal or symbolic. Enough for us to 
know that they stand for realities, as already 
stated, and that they will be perfectly under- 
stood by the men of that age-end generation 
for whom God means them to be a great 
beacon-light illuminating the enveloping 
darkness as no word of man can do. 

The Wrath (Vials) 

(Chaps. 14 to 18) 

The Prelude to the Wrath. Chapter 14 
gives a series of pictures ere the Wrath of 
God is “filled up” in the vials. A hundred 
and forty-four thousand are seen who are 
called the “first-fruits” and are seemingly 
the same company as that seen in chapter 7. 
An angel flies through the heavens proclaim- 
ing an everlasting gospel and calling on men 
to fear God because the hour of His judg- 
ment is at hand (vs.6-7). Other angel 
heralds cry out concerning the fall of Baby- 
lon and the fate of those who worship the 
Beast (vs. 8-11). One like unto the Son of 
man reaps the harvest of the earth with His 
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sickle (vs. 14-16). Another angel casts the 
grapes of the earth into the winepress of the 
wrath of God, which is seemingly the begin- 
ning of the wrath (vs. 18-20). And then the 
wrath is “filled up” (15:1) in The Vials of 
Wrath (Chaps. 15 and 16). 

These picture the Wrath of God against 
Satan and Sin. Sometimes the tribulation is 
spoken of as the wrath of God. But it is 
rather the wrath of Satan. For he comes 
“having great wrath because he knoweth that 
he hath but a short time” (Rev. 12:12). The 
Jews are warned by Christ to flee from this 
wrath (Matt. 24:26). When it is ended then 
follows God’s wrath as shown in these Vials. 
“For in these is filled up the wrath of God” 
(Chap. 15:1). It begins evidently with the 
Seventh Trumpet for when that is sounded 
the angel cries (11:15-18) “Thy Wrath is 
come.” And then (Chap. 16), under this 
trumpet these Seven Vials fall in swift, 
intense wrath against Satan and the men who 
worship and give allegiance to him. 

The Wrath Against Babylon (Chaps. 17-18) 

In chapters 17 and 18 is pictured the wrath 
of God against Babylon. Babylon is evi- 
dently both a system and a city, just as Rome 
is both. The system represents apostate 
christendom at the age-end. The city is mani- 
festly the great capital of the system. Sea- 
faring men see its destruction afar off (18: 
17). This apostate system has the ear-marks 
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of Rome yet likely includes all of formal 
and nominal christendom. Typified by the 
Woman she sits upon seven mountains (17: 
9); she is drunken with the blood of the 
saints (17:6) she traffics in ‘“‘slaves and souls 
of men” (18:13), some of God’s children 
dwell within her borders for a voice from 
heaven cries “come out of her, my people” 
(18:4) she has dominion over “nations and 
people” (17:15), hers is an ecclesiastical 
power and dominion as distinguished from 
that of the Beast she rides whose power is 
civil and political. She meets her doom at 
the hands of the Beast and his ten federated 
kings who “eat her flesh and burn her with 
fire” (17:16), they themselves being the in- 
struments of God in this destruction, “For 
God hath put in their hearts to fulfil His 
will” (17:17). Thus the Woman is destroyed 
by the Beast, and in turn the Beast is de- 
stroyed by the Lord Jesus Christ at His Com- 
ing (19:20). 

In the nineteenth chapter is the picture of 
the joy and gladness of the Marriage of the 
Lamb, following which comes the last stage 
of the Wrath in— 


The Wrath at the Advent 
(Chapter 19:11 to 21) 
For let it be remembered that the Second 


Advent of Christ is an advent of judgment 
and wrath as to the unbelieving world. The 
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tremendous picture in Revelation 19 of His 
coming forth from the heavens in majesty 
and glory is a picture of judgment for we 
are plainly told that 

“In righteousness He doth judge and make 
war’ (v. 11): 

And the Spirit, through Paul depicting the 
same great scene (2 Thess. 1:7-8), says: 


The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


The man who eliminates justice and judg- 
ment from this concept of the Lord Jesus 
will find no comfort for his views in the Rev- 
elation picture of the Advent of Jesus Christ. 

% * * * 
The Story by Chapters 

In reaching now the Second Advent of our 
Lord in the nineteenth chapter we arrive at 
the climax of the story-thread of the book 
of Revelation as we have been considering it. 
Let us note the chapters which have been 
covered in our study— 

Introductory—1 to 5. 
The Seals—6 and 8. 
The Judgments—8 to 11. 
The Wrath—15 to 18. 
The Advent—19. 
About fifteen chapters out of the nineteen 


have been touched upon above in the story 
of the book as we have dealt with it. But 
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at least four have been omitted. And they 
are four very important ones. What shall be 
said of these? And where do they find their 
place in the narrative? For the sake of clear- 
ness and contrast with the main story-thread 
we call these chapters— 


The Insets 


Here was a common sight in the days of 
the great world-war. The artist of a great 
illustrated paper depicts some graphic scene 
of this colossal conflict. He fills a whole cover 
page with his dramatic scene of charge, 
struggle, or retreat. Then down in the cor- 
ner of the picture he inserts a little circle or 
square with the portrait of a notable figure, 
with words beneath it “The inset is Foch.” 

Or the historian with his word-painting 
may do the same thing as the artist with pen- 
cil or brush. Here, for example, is some his- 
torian writing a history of our own war be- 
tween the states. His story moves along in 
perfect time-succession. He pictures one 
great event after another through the months 
and years. Then he suddenly pauses. Some 
great personage appears upon the scene. He 
is a central figure in the movement of the 
story; a leader, statesman, or general. The 
story of events would not be complete with- 
out a sketch of his striking and important 
personality. So the historian pauses and in 
a new chapter proceeds to give a sketch of 
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the birth, life, and characteristics of this im- 
portant historical personage. Then he tells 
us that the inset is Lincoln, Lee, Grant, or 
Jackson. This inset is not a time-unit of the 
story. Rather the historian interrupts the 
time-flow of his story in order that he may 
depict it. Then he takes up again the real 
story-thread after he has finished the bio- 
graphical inset. 


This seems precisely the divine plan of 
the Book of Revelation. The seals, trumpets, 
and vials carry its story-flow. But the inter- 
vening chapters do not. They are not time- 
units of the story. They are episodes. They 
are like the biographical sketches which the 
historian pauses long enough in his main 
story to write. So these chapters are the 
justorical insets of the book. They are 
sketches of great and important personages 
and characters which the Holy Spirit de- 
taches from the main story-flow and pauses 
long enough to paint their portraits, after 
which he returns to the main thread of the 
story. When the reader clearly grasps the 
fact that each of these Revelation insets, 
however important, is still an inset, and is 
separate and detached from the main story- 
thread, confusion will at once vanish and 


each will take its own true and proper place, 
not as a time-unit, but as a parenthesis in the 
story. Let us now study these. 
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THE INSETS 


The Two Companies. 
The Two Witnesses. 
The Two Wonders. 
The Two Beasts. 


THE BOOK OF REVELATION 59 


The Two Companies 


(Chapter 7) 

This chapter is an inset between the 
Tribulation which is the wrath of Satan, 
and The Seventh Seal, which ushers in 
the wrath of God. It pictures two great 
companies of individuals. They are here 
associated in the same place. Yet they 
are marked by sharp contrasts which 
will appear as we study them together. 

* * * * 
Their Place 
The preceding chapter (the sixth) closes 
with the opening of the sixth seal (v. 12). 
Then is introduced this seventh chapter, with 
the inset of the Two Companies. This would 
seem to place them after the tribulation, 
since that comes under the fifth seal (v. 9). 
The context establishes this. For in this 
seventh chapter the answer to John’s question 
as to the identity of the second company, is 
“These are they which came out of great tribula- 
tion” (vy. 14). 
The tribulation is thus evidently past when 
these are seen. Then too concerning the first 
company of 144,000 the cry goes up (v. 3) 


“Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, 
till we have sealed the servants of our God.” 


But the hurting of the earth, the trees, and 
the sea takes place in the following chapter 
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(8:7-8) by the judgments of God under the 
Seventh seal (8:1). Hence the sealing of 
this first company clearly takes place just be- 
fore the Seventh seal. It is not, as some 
argue, to protect the 144,000 against the 
Tribulation. For that has already taken 
place under the fifth seal. It is to identify 
and secure them against these judgments of 
God which are about to fall upon earth, sea, 
and trees in the following chapter. 

Between these two companies there are 
some marked contrasts. Let us note a few 
of them— 

* * ok * 
y The first company is Jewish; the second, 
Gentile. 


Verse 4 makes this perfectly clear— 

“And there were sealed a hundred and forty and 
four ppeoeaa of all the tribes of the children of 
Israel.” 


It is plain then that these are Jews. Who 
are they from among the Jewish people, and 


». Whence do they come? The same company 


evidently appears in chapter 14, where they 
are pictured as standing on Mount Sion with 
the Lamb (v. 1). And in verse 4 we read— 
“These were redeemed from among men, being 
the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.” 
The Word of God is full of promises to the 
Jewish remnant when the Lord shall come 
again. Here, just before He appears, is seen 
a company which is called 
“Firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.” 
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They are thus the first cluster of the harvest 
of Jews which God shall reap for Himself 
and Son in the days to come at the age-end. 
The second company, on the other hand, is 
Gentile. Verse 9 makes this clear— 

“A great multitude . . . of all nations, and kin- 
dreds and people, and tongues, stood before the 
_ throne.” 


The word “gentiles” means “nations.” Just 
as the first company is made up of Jews so is 
this second one composed of the nations of 
the world other than the Jews. 


* * * * 


The first company is numbered; the second, 
numberless. 


The number of the first company is 144,- 
000. It is composed of 12,000 from each of 
the twelve tribes of the children of Israel 
(v. 4). If, as many think, this number is 
literal then we have -here a_ suggestive 
glimpse of the wondrous system, and organ- 
ization of Christ’s Millennial reign over Is- 
rael. Recall that He said to His own dis- 
ciples when on earth, and speaking of His 
coming kingdom 

“Ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel” (Matt. 19:18). 

The twelve are to be associated with Him in 
the rulership of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
Then out of these twelve tribes are chosen 
these twelve thousand each, of this first com- 
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pany in the seventh chapter of Revelation. 
Their close association with Christ is shown 
in the statement (14:4) 


“These are they which follow the Lamb whither- 
soever He goeth.” 


In this picture of His own as judges, 
throne-mates, and associates we have a beau- 
tiful suggestion of the perfect order, system, 
and harmony of His kingdom which is to 
come. 

The second company is numberless. For 
in the ninth verse they are called— 


“A great multitude which no mam could number.” 
We cannot but see here the close connection 


between this company and the spirits of the 
martyred dead seen in Chapter 6:9-11. 
There, when these spirits cry for vengeance, 
the answer comes to them 


“That they should rest yet for a little season, until 
their fellow-servants also and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.” 


This company seems clearly to be the ‘“fel- 
low-servants and brethren” of the spirit mar- 
tyrs in chapter 6, and have, in the great 
tribulation been “killed as they were” and 
have “fulfilled” their testimony and life-work 
for God by the seal of martyrdom, even as 
the waiting ones in chapter six had done in 
the centuries which preceded. Thus out from 
this great tribulation will come a great host 
of martyrs in line with the teaching of chap- 
ter 13 concerning the beast who had power to 


“Cause that as many as would not worship the 
image of the beast should be killed” (18:15). 
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The first company is seen on earth; the 

second, in heaven. 

The whole scene here where we meet the 
144,000 is an earthly one. The angels in 
verse one hold the winds that they should not 
blow upon “the earth.” The judgments of 
verse 3 fall upon “the earth,” and as the 
company is sealed against these they must 
be upon the earth when they fall. So too in 
chapter 14:1 the 144,000 are seen standing 
with the Lamb upon Mount Sion, on the 
earth. The generation who lived when Christ 
came the first time passed from the dispen- 
sation of the Old Testament into that of the 
New, right here upon the earth. So the king- 
dom of Christ over the Jews will be an 
earthly kingdom. And this first. company 
evidently passes right here upon earth from 
this present age into the Millennial Age 
which shall succeed it. On the other hand 

The second company is seen in heaven. 

They are declared to be “before the throne 
of God” in verses 9 and 15. God Himself 
comforts and the Lamb feeds them (v. 17). 
He that sitteth on the throne dwells among 
them. (v.15). 

* * % * 

The first company comes through the tribu- 
lation; the second comes out of it (v. 14). 
The 144,000 are seen, as before stated, upon 
the earth after the tribulation is ended. 
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Therefore they must have “escaped” it in the 
sense that they came through it unscathed. 
This is evidently true of many at that peril- 
ous time. For in Matt. 24 Christ warns the 
Jews to flee to the mountains when the tribu- 
lation breaks, evidently for the purpose of 
escaping its perils . And in verse 22 He says 
that the days of the tribulation are “short- 
ened” for this very object of saving men, all 
of whom would otherwise perish. So too in 
Rev. 12, verses 6 and 14, the picture of the 
mystical woman shows her, the representa- 
tive of many, as escaping the power of Satan 
by fleeing into the wilderness just as Christ 
had exhorted the Jews to flee to the moun- 
tains. Plainly then there are those who pass 
through the tribulation and come forth from 
it in safety, and this first company is such. 

The second company consists of those 
“which came out of great tribulation.” 
Seen in heaven as they are, they must have 
come up out of the great tribulation, either 
from the midst of it, or at its close. They 
are generally identified as the “tribulation 
saints,” or those who have suffered mane 
dom during that time. 
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The Two: Witnesses 
(Chapter 11) 

God never leaves Himself without 
witnesses. In all times and crises He 
has them at hand. So in the Tribulation 
time God raises up two great, Spirit- 
filled men who witness for Him with 
mighty power in those days of spiritual 
apostasy, and wickedness. Let us note 
some of the inspired teaching concern- 
ing them—First, 

* * * * 
Their place and time in the story-thread 
is clear. 
When their wonderful resurrection and 
rapture into heaven is accomplished we read 
(v. 14) 


“The second woe (sixth trumpet) is past; and 
behold the third woe (seventh trumpet) cometh 


quickly.” 
That is their resurrection completes the sixth 


trumpet, and the seventh immediately fol- 
lows. This makes their time-position in the 
narrative perfectly plain. In diagram, as be- 
fore, it would be as follows— 

The Trumpet-Judgments 1234567 


i 

The Two Witnesses 
Thus their witness ends with the close of the 
Sixth Trumpet. As it lasts for three anda 
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half years (v. 8) it manifestly begins that 
far back of this point at which they are 
resurrected. 
* * * * 
Their identity is not revealed. 

Most expositors believe them to be Moses 
and Elijah. They base their suggestion upon 
the description of the witnesses in verse 6 of 
the chapter. Shutting the heaven that it rain 
not; turning waters to blood; and smiting the 
earth with plagues suggests a striking iden- 
tity with the work of Moses and Elijah when 
upon earth. Added to this is the clear prom- 
ise in the last chapter of Malachi (v. 5)— 

“Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet before 
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord.” 

The evidence seems strong in support of 
this identification of the witnesses. Yet it 
is not proof positive. And some suggest that 
God would more likely raise up His chosen 
witnesses from men already upon the earth, 
than bring down from heaven to die, Elijah 
who had been translated, and Moses who had 
already suffered death upon the earth. 

Let us note some of the striking facts con- 
cerning these rae witnesses— 

* * * 
They are ae with the Spirit of God. 


“These are the two olive trees standing before the 
God of the earth” (v. 4). 
The olive tree with its secret flow of oil is 


the symbol of the Holy Spirit. These two 
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witnesses are pictured as like “two olive 
trees standing before the God of the earth.” 
That is, through them God pours forth a 
stream of mighty power by His Spirit. It 
is the same old secret for us all, this one of 
spiritual power. The message at the begin- 
ning of the age was “ye shall receive power 
when the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” The 
message at the end of the age for these wit- 
nesses is the same. And soisitforus. The 
earth pours its stream of mystic life through 
the olive tree while it abides in it. So will 
God pour forth the stream of His Spirit 
through us who live in secret touch with 
Him. 
% * * * 
They pour forth the Light of God. 
For they are also called (v. 4) 
“The two candlesticks standing before the God ox 


the earth.” 
And we know what this-light of God is. It 


is His own Word. With mighty power of 
the Spirit they pour forth that Word of God 
which is the message of all His true wit- 
nesses. Recall too that they bear this wit- 
ness of Spirit and Word in the holy city, 
Jerusalem itself, as verse 8 clearly shows. 
When we remember that it is in the temple 
at Jerusalem that the Anti-Christ is mani- 
fested, and that in this same city the Two 
Witnesses bear their testimony we have a 
remarkable situation indeed. Imagine the 
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rage of that Anti-Christ as he pours forth 
his stream of lies and deceit to the multitudes 
who throng the temple courts to do him wor- 
ship, when in the same city and possibly in 
the same temple these two witnesses of God 
pour forth their stream of truth in denial 
of his word of falsehood and blasphemy. And 
as we picture their words of warning and 
admonition to the people we can well 
imagine one striking feature of that witness. 
That is this. It will be a witness founded on 
this Book of Revelation we are now studying. 
For it is God’s beacon-light for the age-end. 
It will illumine the darkness of those days as 
nothing else. Without doubt these candle- 
stick-witnesses will pour forth its beams far 
and wide upon all who come within their 
range. They will warn the people who crowd 
the temple of the Man of Sin whom they 
come to worship. They will admonish them 
of the shortness of his time of triumph; of 
the coming of Jesus to destroy him; of the 
perils which the tribulation will bring; of 
the need of counting not their lives dear unto 
themselves when the test of life and death 
shall come; of their need to fear not him who 
can kill the body only but to fear Him who 
can cast both body and soul into hell; of the 
splendor and nearness of the King and His 
kingdom after they have suffered awhile; of 
the sureness that if they suffer with Him 
they shall reign with Him; and of the eternal 
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peace, righteousness, and glory that shall be 
theirs who endure unto the end even though 
it may mean martyrdom in the great hour 
of trial through which they are passing. 
Mighty indeed will be their testimony from 
this Book and many believe it is through 
their witness that the hundred and forty and 
four thousand of the Jewish tribulation com- 
pany are brought to Jesus Christ. And note 
too that— 
* * * * 

They are Kept by the Power of God. 

As they testify they are safeguarded by 
the miraculous power of God. The man who 
essays to hurt them or stay their testimony 
is devoured by fiery flames (v. 5). No man 
dares to touch them, not even the Man of Sin. 
Great as his wrath against them must be he 
cannot lay a hand upon them. They are kept 
by God’s own power. To us comes the same 
sweet message of God’s keeping, in the 
Spirit’s word through Peter (1 Pet. 1:5). 
“Kept by the power of God through faith.” 
The same power of God which sends the sun 
blazing across the heavens; the same power 
which reared on high the sky-piercing moun- 
tains; the same power which holds the uni- 
verse in His mighty hand; the same power 
which swings this ponderous earth like a toy 
ball—that power of God is keeping us His 
children as we walk in the place of witness- 
ing and service where He has placed our 
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lives. We are immortal till our work is done, 
is a blessed truth for all His children who 
walk in Him, as well as for these faithful 
witnesses who shall so wondrously realize 
_this truth in the days of the age-end. 
% * * * 
Their death seems a failure of God; their 
resurrection is the triumph of God. 

To cast the wheat-grains into the entomb- 
ing earth and see them go down into dark- 
ness and death that seems to be failure. To 
see nature stripped of her summer beauty 
and glory, and robed in garments of death 
while winter blasts roar their fierce dirge, 
that seems to be failure. To see these bodies 
in which our loved ones tabernacled here 
among us go down to meet corruption; to 
hear the awful words “earth to earth, ashes 
to ashes, dust to dust,” as they fall upon our 
bruised and broken hearts like the clods that 
fall upon the casket below; that seems like 
appalling failure. But God’s triumph is al- 
ways in resurrection. It was so with these 
two wonderful witnesses of His. It shall be 
so at the end of the age in which we live. Let 
us not be deceived. There shall be seeming 
failure. The foundations will be shaken. 
And men will cry out that God has failed. 
They cried that when the Lord of glory died 
upon across. The reason was the same then 
as it is now and will be in days to come. 
They forgot the resurrection! And if we, the 
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children of God, are tempted to grow dis- 
couraged by the seeming failure of God in 
what we see about us in these sobering days 
we will do well to remember that the tran- 
scendent victory-moment of all time is that 
moment when out from the midst of world- 
failure and world-disaster a great Voice, 
the resurrection and rapture voice, calls out 
to us from the blue sky behind which He has 
hidden Himself, 


“COME UP HITHER!” 
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The Two Wonders 


(Chapter 12) 


Chapter twelve is another inset. Its 
imagery is strange and striking. A mys- 
tical woman appears in the heavens. 
She is clothed with the sun. The moon 
and stars are under her feet. A great 
red Dragon stands ready to devour the 
man-child to which she is about to give 
birth. Whois the woman? What is the 
story here? What does the symbolism 
of the chapter stand for? 

% * * * 
The Dragon ts Satan. 


“And the great dragon was cast out, that old 
serpent called the Devil, and Satan” (v. 9). 

A good method of approach to so difficult 
a chapter as this is to find some clear, simple 
fact and use that as a key to unlock the more 
difficult parts of the passage. Such is the 
case here. The identity of the dragon is ab- 
solutely clear. The Word leaves no shadow 
of doubt. It declares him to be “that old 
serpent, the Devil, and Satan.” Hence we 
build upon a sure foundation when we start 
with the fact that the dragon is Satan. And 
this fact becomes a well-nigh irresistible 
proof of another fact, namely, that 
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The Man-Child is Christ. 

The chapter does not explicitly so state. 
But let us examine the strong circumstantial 
proof to that effect— 

a. It was Christ whom Satan sought to 
destroy at his birth (v. 4). The second 
chapter of Matthew makes this plain. In the 
foreground indeed is Herod. But in the back- 
ground is Satan. Herod is the human tool 
but Satan was the real assassin. In Herod’s 
subtle attempt to use the wise-men to betray 
the place and existence of the young Christ; 
in the angel’s warning to Joseph that Herod 
was seeking to destroy the young child; and 
in Herod’s cruel edict slaughtering Bethle- 
hem’s little ones that he might be sure to 
compass the death of the Christ-child, we see 
the details of the death-plot. In all these we 
see Herod. But Satan as surely used Herod 
to seek the life of Christ at birth, as he did 
Judas Iscariot to accomplish His death at the 
end. All this perfectly parallels the scene 
in this Revelation picture of the Dragon 
seeking to devour the Man-Child of the 
Woman. 

b. It was Christ who was “caught up to 
the throne of God” (v. 5). Of none else could 
this be said. Others have indeed been caught 
up into heaven. Both Enoch and Elijah have 
known that experience. But Jesus Christ is 
the only one who has been caught up to God’s 
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throne. He alone sits at the right hand of 
the Father on that throne, waiting till His 
enemies be made His foot-stool. It was He 
(Acts 7:56) whom Stephen saw standing at 
the right hand of God. This fact of itself 
would seem almost sufficient to establish that 
the Man-Child must be Christ. Again— 

c. It is Christ who is to “rule all the na- 
tions with a rod of iron” (v. 5). Still strong- 
er does this remarkable statement make the 
chain of evidence in favor of Christ. Who 
is ever to rule the nations “with a rod of 
iron” save Himself? Of whom else is this 
ever said in the Word of God? The psalmist 
(Ps. 2:9), in speaking of God’s gift to His 
Son of the earth and the nations of it, says: 


“Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron.” — 
And in this very book we are now studying 


(Rev. 19:15), in the sublime picture of the 
coming of Christ as King, it is said distinctly 
concerning His relation to the nations: 


“And he shall rule them with a rod of iron.” 
These details then concerning the Man-Child, 


viz., that he was persecuted at birth by 
Satan; that he was caught up to the throne 
of God; and that he shall rule the nations 
with a rod of iron—seem to be so perfectly 
fulfilled by Christ and by Him alone that it 
is difficult to avoid the conclusion that the 
Man-Child is our Lord Jesus Christ. Out of 
this rises the natural inference then that 
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The woman clothed with the sun is Israel. 

Some think the woman typifies the Holy 
Spirit. But the woman is the mother of the 
Man-Child, whom we have seen to be Christ. 
And the Holy Spirit is never called the 
mother of Christ. Others see in the woman 
a type of the Church. But neither is the 
Church the mother of Christ. She is called 
the bride of Christ, but never the mother of 
Christ. She springs from Christ, not Christ 
from her. On the other hand Christ was 
born of Israel, after the flesh. He was a true 
Israelite; the son of David, and the future 
King of His people. Hence Israel would 
seem to clearly fulfil the details of this pic- 
ture of the mystical woman, and the weight 
of evidence seems to favor this identification. 

* * * * 
The chapter shows Israel’s persecution by 
Satan and preservation by God. 

First Satan seeks through Herod to de- 
stroy the Christ at His birth but fails. Then 
he apparently succeeds in destroying Him on 
Calvary. But resurrection snatches Him 
from Satan’s grasp and He ascends to the 
throne of the Father. Then the scene shifts 
across the great gap of the intervening cen- 
turies, to the coming age-end, when Israel 
shall go through the “great tribulation” pic- 
tured by Christ in Matthew 24. Israel is 
represented as fleeing into the wilderness 
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even as Christ warns them in Matthew to 
“flee to the mountains.” And as Satan per- 
secutes, God preserves His godly remnant of 
the nation. Twelve hundred and sixty days 
of verse 6 mark the period of the tribulation, 
persecution, and correspond to the forty-two 
months of the power of the Anti-Christ (Rev. 
13:5), who heads this time of trouble against 
Israel. The fleeing to the wilderness and the 
deliverance by God are real events however 
difficult may be the interpretation of the 
symbolism of the eagle wings, the flood of 
waters, and the opening earth which swal- 
lows up the latter. These will all be plain 
enough when fulfilled. That they stand for 
realities of deliverance one cannot doubt any 
more than doubt the divided sea, or the Israel 
preserved in the wilderness of old. It is the 
same miracle-working God, saving His own, 
in both cases. 
oe. or es 
The scene also pictures the next stage in the 
downfall of Satan. 

Not much is said in Scripture about the 
first step in the fall of that great spirit of 
evil, Satan. But evidently he was not cast 
forth entirely from heaven. For in Job (1:6) 
we see him appearing before God. So too 
in this chapter he appears to accuse the 
saints before God in heaven. And we are 
told that our battling is against principali- 
ties and powers “in heavenly places.” But 
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here we see the second stage of his down- 
fall, in that he is cast out into the earth (v. 
9). His wrath is fierce and the tribulation 
which follows is manifestly the manifesta- 
tion of it. After the advent of Christ follows 
the third stage of Satan’s fall. He is cast 
into the bottomless pit for a thousand years, 
the period of the millennium (Rev. 20:1-3). 
At the close of the thousand years he is 
“loosed for a little season” (Rev. 20:7). 
Then his nature is proven unchanged. He 
goes at his old trade of deceiving men (Rev. 
20:8). Then comes the final and eternal 
stage of his downfall. He is cast forever 
into the lake of fire, arch companion and fel- 
low criminal with the Beast and the false 
prophet who are already seen there before 
him (Rev. 20:10). 
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The Two Beasts 


(Revelation 13) 

This inset is a biographical sketch of 
two of the most sinister figures of the 
book. They are the Two Beasts of Rev- 
elation. They are called so because 
“beast” is the only word to describe 
their ferocious wickedness and spirit of 
ravage. The first is a false god. The 
second his false prophet. Let us study 


them. 
* * * * 


The First Beast 
He is seemingly the Anti-Christ. 

Views differ here. Some regard the second 
beast (v.11) as such. Yet the whole picture 
seems to point to this first beast as the Anti- 
Christ. Note, for example, that he so pre- 
eminently outranks the second beast that he 
is called in Rev. 20:10 “The Beast.” Nor 
does the fact that he combines both civil and 
ecclesiastical power argue against his being 
the Anti-Christ. For if he is, as is the case, 
the perfect imitation and antithesis of Jesus 
Christ he would need to have this dual char- 
acter since our Lord Jesus is to be both tem- 
poral and spiritual head of the earth when 
He comes to reign. 
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He is the second person of the Trinity 

of Evil. 

Attention has often been called to the 
striking fact that these two Beasts, with 
Satan, constitute a trinity of evil even as the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit constitute the 
trinity of the Godhead. God, a Spirit, is 
unseen of men, so He manifested Himself in 
the flesh through Christ the incarnate Son. 
So Satan, a spirit of evil, incarnates himself 
in the Beast, who represents him to the 
world, and is the Anti-Christ. So too as the 
Holy Spirit testifies of, and takes of the 
things of Christ, the False Prophet bears 
testimony concerning the Beast to the world. 
This too seems an incidental proof that this 
Beast is the Anti-Christ. For the order of 
this trinity of evil, namely, Satan, the Beast, 
and the False Prophet, as set over against 
God, Christ, and the Spirit, would seem to 
make the first Beast the natural antithesis 
of Christ even as God is the opposite of 
Satan, and the Spirit of Truth the opposite 
of the Prophet of Falsehood. 

* * * * 

He is stamped with the marks and the 

power of Satan. 

The picture of Satan, the dragon, in Chap- 
ter 12:3, and that of the Beast in Chapter 
13:1, is an identical one. The symbolism of 
both is that of a beast with seven heads and 
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ten horns, standing for kingdoms and kings. 
What does this identity signify? Simply 
that Satan sets up on the earth a vicegerent 
and representative in the Anti-Christ 
stamped with his own identity. Christ said 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” 
So he who sees the Anti-Christ will see the 
fleshly incarnation and image of Satan, who 
works his wicked will through his repre- 
sentative just as the Father carried out His 
blessed will through His Son. Then too 
Christ said of Himself, “All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth.” So here 
we are told of the beast (13:2) “the dragon 
gave him his power, and his seat and great 
authority.” He is the Satan-energized “Man 
of Sin” even as Christ was the Spirit-em- 
powered Son of God. 
* * * * 
He is the World-King. 

These seven heads of the beast evidently 
represent seven kingdoms. Daniel’s great 
composite image pictures four of these as the 
Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Grecian, and 
Roman empires. Some scholars suggest 
Egypt, and Assyria as the other two. The 
seventh and last is that of the Beast or Anti- 
Christ as here seen. One of these heads was 
“wounded to death; and his deadly wound 
was healed.” Plainly the significance of this 
is that one of these kingdoms has been over- 
thrown and will be again revived, as the final 
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world-kingdom of the beast. Many think 
this to indicate that the last great empire of 
these six to be overthrown, namely, Rome, 
will be revived at the age-end and be the 
form which the kingdom of the Anti-Christ 
will take. Charlemagne tried world-empire 
and failed. Napoleon tried, and also failed. 
The Kaiser has just tried and ended in dis- 
mal failure. But the superman of Sin will 
succeed. For not only does all the symbol- 
ism here and in the prophets indicate his 
kingship of the world, but this chapter sets 
before us clearly and explicitly the statement 
(13:7) — 

“And power was given him over all kindreds and 


tongues, and nations.” 
* ee 


He is the world’s god. 

“The god of this world” is what the Spirit 
calls Satan, through Paul. So here the rep- 
resentative whom Satan sets up is the 
world’s false god. Paul pictures him in 1 
Thess. 2:4, etc.— 


“Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that 
is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he 
as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing him- 
self that he is God.’ 


He exalts himself not only above the true 
God but above all that is called God. He op- 
poses God. He shows himself as God. He 
sits in the temple at Jerusalem. There where 
the Shekinah glory had revealed the presence 
of the true God this false god manifests 
forth his own hideous and sinister presence. 
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And the world worships him! The state- 
ment is as clear as it is sobering (13:3-4) : 

“All the world wondereth after the beast and they 
worshipped the beast.” 

He is a blasphemer and a braggart (v. 5); 
he makes war with the saints; his power 
continues three and a half years (v. 5) an- 
other seeming imitation of Christ in the 
length of his earthly ministry; he delegates 
power to the false prophet (v. 12) even as 
Satan had done to him. It is a striking fact 
that the life and death test of fealty to him 
is that of the worship of a great image of 
himself which is set up on earth by his wor- 
shipers (v. 14). One cannot miss here the 
striking parallelism between this last world- 
king and Nebuchadnezzar, the first world- 
king with his same life-searching test of a 
great image to be worshipped under threat 
of martyrdom to him who refused. 

* * * * 
He is the world’s trade-monopolist. 


“No man might buy or sell save he that had the 
mark” (13:17). 

The greed of gain is one of the world’s 
maddest passions. All too well does Satan 
know this. So another mighty factor is add- 
ed to the power of the Anti-Christ. He is 
made the commercial monopolist of the 
world. A mark is stamped upon the hand 
or forehead of men. No man can buy or 
sell without it. Thus a starvation boycott is 
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placed upon all who do not submit to the 
false-god and his wickedness. No more pow- 
erful weapon could be devised. Doubtless it 
is the climax which forces “all that dwell 
upon the earth to worship him, whose names 
are not written in the book of life of the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world” (v. 8). Thank God for the glorious 
exception! Even in those sinister days God 
will have His own whom no form of death 
can swerve from their loyalty to their com- 
ing King in order to worship His counter- 
feit whom that coming shall destroy. 
* * * * 

His identity is not ‘revealed. 

“The mark, or the name of the beast, or the num- 
ber of his name” (v. 17). 

There are three sign-marks of his identity. 
This verse seventeen discloses them. They 
are his mark; his name; his mystical num- 
ber. 

His mark is likely his commercial mark, 
as indicated above. It is the token of his 
great boycott. It is like a modern business 
man’s trade-mark. Its identity is not here 
disclosed. ’ 

His name also is unrevealed. Many have 
tried to identify it. Some have seen him in 
the papacy. Others identify him with Napo- 
leon; others, later, with the Kaiser. But all 
these are futile conjectures. His scriptural 
names are well-known. He is the Lawless 
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One; the Man of Sin; the Son of Perdition. 
But the name he gives himself and by which 
he shall be known to the world is plainly not 
now revealed. Yet it seems clear that it will 
be when he himself comes. For the fact that 
this name is written in the hand and fore- 
head of all his worshipers shows that it will 
then be a matter of world-wide knowledge 
and understanding. 

His mystical number is not yet understood. 
Doubtless it will be when he comes. But 
now it is a riddle, a puzzle, a mask to hide 


HK 


his real self. Its trio of sixes is the human, , 0. 
world number in triplicate. It shows him to, '/ 
be indeed a superman. But its tantalizine©~ 
failure to reach the perfect number of seven, 4 


the number of deity, shows his ever-destined 
failure to reach the height of godhead to 
which his fierce ambition aspires. 

* * * * 

He is destroyed by the glory of Christ’s 

appearing. 

“Whom the Lord shall destroy with the brightness 
of His coming.” 

His fate is a tragedy of judgment. He is 
destroyed by the blinding glory of Christ’s 
own coming. But here, as elsewhere, de- 
struction, with God, is not annihilation. For 
he is seen later (19:20) cast “alive” into the 
lake of fire which becomes his eternal place 
of punishment. The verb used here for de- 
stroy means “to bring to naught,” “to make 
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of no effect.” The hissing, blazing lightning 
from mid-heaven withers its victims to help- 
lessness. So the mere presence of Christ in 
His unspeakable glory palsies the power and 
person of the beast. The same glory that 
transforms the believer consumes the wicked. 
And the face we long to see is the face from 
which the terrified worldling begs the rocks 
and hills to hide him (6:16) : 


* * * * 


The Second Beast. 


“And I beheld another beast coming up out of the 
earth” (13:11). 

The second beast is the mere tool of the 
first. As the first is set over against Christ 
the second is the antithesis of the Holy Spirit. 
As the Spirit seals men with the seal of God 
this beast seals them with the mark of the 
Anti-Christ. The Holy Spirit is the “Spirit 
of Truth,” the second beast is the spirit of 
deception, even deceiving men with false 
miracles. As the Holy Spirit leads men to 
the worship of God and His Christ the second 
beast compels them to worship the Anti-. 
Christ and his image. As the Spirit is the’ 
life-begetter the beast is the life-destroyer. 
He shares the same fate as the first beast in 
that his final destiny is also the lake of fire 
(19:20). 
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The Advent 
“Behold, He cometh!” (Rev. 1:7) 

The exclamation is a striking one. The 
Greek word “behold” means “See, look!” It 
is used to quickly call attention to some strik- 
ing spectacle which suddenly breaks upon 
the gaze. As though one should say of some 
great sight appearing in the heavens before 
all eyes—‘“‘Behold, the comet! Behold, the 
meteor!” So here. Suddenly, in mid-heaven, 
without a second’s warning, is staged by God 
the most stupendous sight upon which human 
eyes have ever gazed,—the outflashing, daz- 
zling, awful splendor of the personal coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in His glory. The 
earth beholds, and thrills with the first ec- 
static moment of her deliverance from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious lib- 
erty of the sons of God. The angels behold 
and cry, “The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kindoms of the Lord and His 
Christ.” The kings and princes of the world 
behold and cry to the rocks and hills to fall 
upon them and hide them from His presence. 
The Anti-Christ beholds and falls palsied and 
helpless before the breath of His mouth and 
the glory of His coming. The nations of the 
earth behold and “wail because of His com- 
ing.” “BEHOLD!” For not since the skies 
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were stretched by the omnipotent hand of 
God in the ages that are past has their blue 
canopy been the setting for such a scene as 
now floods them with its glory. Let us study 
the picture as the Scripture word-paints it 
(Chap. 19:11-21) : 


11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and 
make war. 


12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his 
head were many crowns; and he had a name written, 
that no man knew, but he himself. 


18 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in 
blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 


14 And the armies which were in heaven followed 
him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean, 


15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that 
with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the wine- 
press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 

16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a 
name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS. 

ieee ek 


He comes to judge individual sin. God 
hates sin. It is the tragedy of His universe. 
Let none think it will escape His wrath. For 
all these centuries His wrath against sin has 
been biding its time. Its day of reckoning is 
coming. He could not be a just God and fail 
to judge that which has brought such wreck 
and ruin to His own fair creation. And that 
wrath falls at the coming of His Son. He is 
its swift and unerring minister. ‘He tread- 


to 
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eth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath 
of Almighty God” (v. 15). Sin cannot escape 
those eyes which are as a flame of fire. 
“Wherever the carcass is there will the vul- 
tures be” when He comes. That is, wherever 
the corruption of sin is found there will His 
keen-eyed ministers of wrath visit His judg- 
ment upon it. No sin can be so hidden or 
secret but it will be searched out and judged 
by the scorching fiames of His wrath when 
He shall come again. 


He comes to judge national sin (v. 15). 
Not only does He judge sin in the individual. 
But He has also a score to settle with nations 
as such. It is the nations He smites with His 
sword (v. 15). It is the nations He is to 
“rule with a rod of iron.” It is the nations 
who array themselves against Him (v. 19) 
on the side of the Beast, when He comes in 
His glory. It is the nations who are judged 
by Him in the scene of the gathering of the 
sheep and the goats in Matt. 25. Tyranny, 
oppression, cruelty, drunkenness, idolatry, 
and many kindred national sins must be 
judged by Him, and nations are called to an 
account of their stewardship when He shall 
come to judge the world. 


He comes to judge the Man of Sin. The 
world’s individual sin and national sin cli- 
max in a Man of Sin. He is the devil‘s mas- 
terpiece, even as Christ was the express im- 
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age of God. All the hideousness, blackness, 
and brazen effrontery of sin are embodied in 
him. The world which rejected the Christ 
receives and enthrones the Anti-Christ (13: 
8). In him sin unmasks itself and usurps 
the very throne which Christ has come to 
take. The man of Sin becomes the outstand- 
ing figure of a world which God means shall 
be ruled by His own Righteous One. There- 
fore the Christ who came to judge sin can- 
not miss sin’s most shining mark. The Holy 
One can brook no such rival as the Sinful 
One. Swiftly and terribly does His judg- 
ment fall upon the arch-usurper of His own 
Kingdom. Blasted by the “breath of His 
mouth” and blinded by “the brightness of 
His coming” (2 Thes. 2:8) the Beast whom 
Christ’s coming finds arrayed at the head of 
the nations against Him (19:19) is “taken” 
and meets his final and irretrievable doom in 
the lake of fire “prepared for the devil and 
his angels.” 
* * * * 


After the Advent 

The Binding of Satan. With individual 
and national sin judged, and the Man of Sin 
overcome, the next event is the binding of 
Satan. For Jesus Christ is about to enter 
upon His kingdom, and before He does so it 
is the will of God that Satan, His arch-enemy, 
should be fettered for all the duration of 


THE BOOK OF REVELATION 93 


that kingdom. So John sees a mighty angel 
come down from heaven and bind Satan 
with a great chain for the thousand years of 
Christ’s reign upon earth (20:1-3). Some 
take exception to the thought of binding a 
mighty spirit of evil with “a chain.” But 
there need be no quibble here. For God has 
other chains than those of steel or brass. The 
earth, for example, is bound to the sun by 
a mighty chain of attraction which is both 
immaterial and invisible. Yet no man can 
break its power. So here God uses metaphors 
which our finite minds can grasp. And we 
may be assured that no human nor demon 
power can break the unseen fetters by which 
God binds the imprisoned spirit of wicked- 
ness during the golden age of Christ’s ruler- 
ship upon earth. And that brings us natur- 
ally to the next great fact, viz., 

The Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ. “The 
Son of Man is like unto a man who has gone 
into a far country to receive for himself a 
kingdom and to return,” These words of 
the Master exactly describe His absence from 
the earth now. He has gone to the Father 
to receive for Himself His kingdom. When 
He returns it will be to set up this kingdom. 
This is the great event which now takes place 
after the binding of Satan. John sees the 
martyred dead (20:4) and the distinct state- 
ment is made that being resurrected “they 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.” The 
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word “millennium” means literally ‘‘a thou- 
sand years.” It is here explicitly stated that 
Christ reigns for that period upon the earth. 
Five times in the first seven verses of the 
chapter is this period of a thousand years 
mentioned. This of itself is sufficient answer 
to the objection that this is the only place in 
the Word the Millennium is mentioned. But 
there are scores of prophecies in both Old 
Testament and New which predict the reign 
of Jesus Christ upon the earth when He shall 
come again. Here at the beginning of the 
millennium we see it inaugurated. All the 
prophets tell of its glory and blessedness. 
The earth shall be delivered from the bond- 
age of physical corruption (Rom. 8:21) ; the 
wilderness shall blossom as the rose; the des- 
ert shall become a place of fountains and re- 
freshing streams; the power of sin and death 
shall be restrained; the glory of the Lord 
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the 
seas; the banishment of the savage nature 
from the wild beasts and the beautiful pic- 
ture of a little child leading them shall have 
its real and literal fulfilment; the govern- 
ment shall be upon His shoulders and of the 4 
increase of righteousness and peace there — 
shall be no end. It is then that Paul’s word 
is fulfilled that ‘the saints shall judge the 
earth” and our Lord’s promise also that they 
which overcome shall sit down with Him 
upon His throne even as He is seated upon 
the Father’s throne. 
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The Revolt of the Nations (20:7-10). The 
statement (19:15) that Christ shall during 
this period rule the nations “with a rod of 
iron” while it indicates universal subjuga- 
tion evidently does not teach universal con- 
version. And that the unregenerate human 
heart is ever the same is shown by the fact 
that when Satan is “loosed for a little 
season” at the close of the Millennium (vs. 
3 and 7) the nations revolt against the Lord 
Christ and are judged for the same (v. 9). 
At this same time Satan meets his final doom 
and is cast at the end of the Millennium, into 
the same lake of fire which had engulfed the 
Beast and the False Prophet at its beginning 
(v2 10)% 

The Great White Throne Judgment (20: 
11-15). When the righteous dead are raised 
and enter upon their reign with Jesus Christ 
(20:4) we are told (v. 5) that “ the rest 
of the dead lived not again until the thou- 
sand years were finished.” Here then in 
verse 12 at the close of the thousand years 
we see “the rest of the dead” raised and 
judged before the great white throne. This 
is what is known as the judgment of the 
wicked dead. All here are condemned who 
are not found written in the book of life. At 
the same time Death, Christ’s last enemy, 
and Hell are both destroyed. That is Death, 
which takes the bodies, and Hades, which 
takes the spirits, of the lost, both cease to 
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exist being swallowed up in the lake of fire 
which is henceforth the final place of doom 
for Satan and those who have rejected Jesus 
Christ. 

The New Heaven and New Earth (Chaps. 
21-22). After this judgment John sees the 
new heaven and new earth. God’s great pur- 
pose of love and grace now reaches its climax. 
Heaven and earth are practically united. The 
tabernacle of God is with men and He dwells 
with them. All tears are forever wiped 
away. Death has vanished. Sorrow and 
pain cease. Life flows from the throne of 
God as a great river. The curse is banished. 
Night has fled away. His servants commune 
with Him face to face and do His will in 
blessed and joyous service. The Church, as 
the Bride of Christ, is seen descending from 
heaven under the similitude of a great city. 
It needs no sun, for the glory of God lightens 
it and the Lamb is the light thereof. Destiny 
is fixed for he who is filthy is called upon to 
remain such, while he who is righteous is 
also to be righteous still. The great book 
closes with a solemn warning against those 
who add to or take away from its precious 
message; a repetition of our Lord’s blessed 
promise that He will come quickly; and the 
responsive thrill of the heart and cry of 
the lips from the enraptured prisoner upon 
lonely Patmos 

“EVEN SO COME, LORD JESUS!” 
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